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IN SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 

February 24, 1826. 

CHAP. C1X. 

Jin Jlctfor the Encouragement of British Shipping and Navigation. 

[5th July, 1825.] 

Whereas an act was passed in the present session of 
Parliament, intituled “ An act to repeal the several laws 6G- 4. c-105' 
relating to the Customs,” in which it is declared that the 
laws of the customs have become intricate by reason of 
the great number of acts relating thereto which have been 
passed through a long series of years, and that it is 
therefore highly expedient for the interest of commerce 
and the ends of justice, and also for affording conveni¬ 
ence and facility to all persons who may be subject to the 
operation of those laws, or who may be authorized to act 
in the execution thereof, that all the statutes now in force 
relating to the customs should be repealed, and that the 
purposes for which they have from time to time been 
made, should be secured by new enactments, exhibiting 
more perspicuously and compendiously the various pro¬ 
visions contained in them: And whereas tiie laws relat¬ 
ing to the encouragement of British navigation will 
thereby be repealed, and it is expedient to make provi¬ 
sions in lieu thereof, for the due encouragement of Bri¬ 
tish shipping and British seamen, after such repeal shall 
have effect j be it therefore enacted by the King’s most 
excellent majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, that, from and after the fifth day of January, Commencement 

one thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, this actofact- 
shall come into, and be and continue in, full force and 
operation, and shall constitute and be the law of naviga¬ 
tion of the British empire. 

II. And be it further enacted, That the several sorts G“™pe»e^ufIre“ 
of goods herein after enumerated, being the produce of Bi iTishTilip^or 
Europe: that is to say: masts, timber, boards, salt, pitch, ships of place, or 

tar, tallow, rosin, hemp, Hax, currants, raisins, figs, shipsof produce-, 
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prunes, olive oil, corn or grain, pot ashes, wine, sugar? 
vinegar, brandy, and tobacco, shall not be imported in 
to the United Kingdom, to be used therein, except in Bri¬ 
tish ships, or in ships of the country of which the goods 
are the produce, or in ships of the country from which 
tiie goods arc imported. 

Goods of Asia, III. And be it further enacted, That goods, the pro- 
ricsTmay not'be duce of Asia, Africa, or America, shall not be imported 
imported from from Europe into the United Kingdom, to be used there- 
Europe, except j except the goods hereinafter mentioned : that is to 

say: 
Goods, the produce of places in Asia or Africa within 

the straits of Gibraltar, or of the dominions of the 
Em pert, r of Morocco, imported from places in Europe 
within the straits of Gibraltar : 

Goods, the produce of places w ithin the limits of the East 
India Company’s Charter, which (having been import¬ 
ed into Gibraltar or Malta in British ships,) may be 

x imported from Gibraltar or Malta : 
Goods taken by way of reprisal by British ships : 
Bullion, diamonds, pearls, rubies, emeralds, and other 

jewels or precious stones. 
Goods of Asia, IV. And be it further enacted. That goods, the pro- 
Africa,or Ame- duce ()f Asia, Africa, or America, shall not be imported 
imported in fo- into the United Kingdom, to be used therein, in foreign 
reign ships, ex-9hjps, unless they be the ships of the country in Asia, 
cases"1 certaln Africa, or America, of which the goods are the produce, 

and from which they are imported, except the goods 
hereinafter mentioned ; that is to say : 
Goods, the produce of the dominions of the Grand 

Seignor, in Asia or Africa, which may be imported 
from bis dominions in Europe, in ships of his domi¬ 
nions : 

Raw silk and mohair yarn, the produce of Asia, which 
may be imported from the dominions of the Grand 
Seignor in the Levant seas, in ships of his domi¬ 
nions : 

' Bullion. 
Manufacture V. Provided always, and be it further enacted. That 
deemed pro- a3l manufactured goods shall be deemed to be the produce 

of the country of which they are the manufacture. 
From Guernsey, VI. And be it further enacted, That no goods shall 
&c. be imported into the United Kingdom from the Islands 

of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, except in 
British ships. 

Exports to Asia, VII. And be it further enacted, That no goods shall 
&«.and to be exported from the United Kingdom to any British 
Guernsey, &e. p0SSCggj0n in Asia, Africa, or America, nor to the Islands 
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of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, except in 
British ships. 

VIII. And be it further enacted, That no goods shall Coastwise, 

be carried coastwise, from one part of the United King¬ 
dom to another, except in British ships. 

IX. And be it further enacted, That no goods shall Between Guern- 

be carried from any of the Islands of Guernsey, Jersey,se}’ er3L}’ c' 
Alderney, Sark, or Man, to any other of such Islands; 
nor from one part of any such Islands to another part of 
the same Island, except in British ships. 

X. And be it further enacted. That no goods shall be Between British 
carried from any British possession in Asia, Africa, or ^sessions in 

America, to any other of such possessions, nor from one ia’ 
part of any of such possessions to another part of the 
same, except in British ships. 

XI. And be it further enacted, That no goods shall be [a'St 
imported into any British possession in Asia, Africa, or ATiaf&cT m 
America, in any foreign ships, unless they be ships of the 
country of which the goods are the produce, and frpm 
which the goods are imported. 

XII. And be it further enacted, That no ship shall be No ship British, 
admitted to be a British ship unless duly registered and 
navigated as such ; and that every British registered such: 

ship (so long as the registry of such ship shall be in force, 
or the certificate of such registry retained for the use of 
such ship) shall be navigated during the whole of every 
voyage (whether with a cargo or in ballast,) in every 
part of the w orld by a master who is a British subject, 
and by a crew, w hereof three-fourths, at least, are Bri¬ 
tish seamen ; and if such ship be employed in a coasting / 
voyage from one part of the United Kingdom to another, 
or in a voyage between the United Kingdom and the 
Islands of Guernsey, Jersey, Alderney, Sark, or Man, 
or from one of the said Islands to another of them, or 
from one part of either of them to another of the same, 
or be employed in fishing on the coasts of the United 
Kingdom, or of any of the said Islands, then the whole 
of the crew shall be British seamen. 

XIII. Provided always, and be it further enacted, ThatBut vessels un~ 
all British built boats, or vessels, under fifteen tons bur- burthen admit- 
then, wholly owmed and navigated by British subjects, ted in navigation 

although not registered as British ships, shall be admit- ahhough^ot^e- 

ted to he British vessels, in all navigation in the riversgistered. Under 

and upon the coasts of the United Kingdom, or of theto!1,sfo1r 
ritish possessions abroad, and not proceeding over sea, ery. 

except within the limits of the respective Colonial Gov¬ 
ernments within which the managing owners of such ves¬ 
sels respectively reside; and that all British built boats 
or vessels wholly owned and navigated by British sub- 
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jects, not exceeding the burthen of thirty tons, and 
not having a whole or fixed deck, and being employed 
solely in fishing on the hanks and shores of Newfound¬ 
land, and of the parts adjacent, or on the banks and 
shores of the Provinces of Canada, Nova Scotia, or New 
Brunswick, adjacent to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, or on 
the north of Cape Canso, or of the Islands within the 
same, or in trading coastwise within the said limits, 
shall be admitted to be British boats or vessels, although 
not registered, so long as such boats or vessels shall be 
solely so employed. 

Honduras ships XIV. Provided also, and be it further enacted, That 
in trade with1Sh> ships built in the British settlements at Honduras, 
United King- and ow ned and navigated as British ships, shall be enti- 
dpm. tied to the privileges of British registered ships in all 

direct trade between the United Kingdom and the said 
settlements; provided the master shall produce a certi¬ 
ficate, under the hand of the Superintendent of those 
settlements, that satisfactory proof has been made before 
him that such ship (describing the same) was built in 
the said settlements, and is wholly owned by British 
subjects : Provided also, that the time of the clearance 
of such ship from the said settlements, for every voyage, 
shall be endorsed upon such certificate by such Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Ship of any fo- XV. Xnd it further enacted, That no ship shall be 
be of the built of, admitted to be a ship of any particular country, unless 
countr-2’6 orBrl* s^e^eo^ built of such country; or have been made 
tbh'bmit,°and'prize of war to such country ; or have been forfeited 
owned and navi- to such country under any law of the same, made for the 
ofthe countiy?tS prevention of the Slave Trade, and condemned as such 

prize or forfeiture by a competent court of such country; 
or be British built (not having been a prize of war from 
British subjects to any other foreign country;) nor un¬ 
less she be navigated by a master who is a subject of 
such foreign country, and by a crew of whom three- 
fourths, at least, are subjects of such country ; nor unless 
she be wholly owned by subjects of such country usually 
residing therein, or under the dominion thereof: Pro¬ 
vided always, that the country of every ship shall be 
deemed to include all places which are under the same 
dominion as the place to which such ship belongs. 

Master and sea- XVI. And be it further enacted, That no person shall 
men not British, fje qualified to be a master of a British shin, or to be a 
born, or natura- British seaman within the meaning of this act, except the 
lized,or deni- natural born subjects of his Majesty, or persons natu- 
byBcon°quest or S ralized by any act of Parliament, or made denizens by 
cession, or hav- letters of denization; or except persons who have become 
MS sMpsofwar.’ British subjects by virtue of conquest or cession of some 

newly acquired country, and who shall iiavc taken the 
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oath of allegiance to his Majesty, or the oath of fidelity 
required by the treaty or capitulation by which such 
newly acquired country came into his Majesty’s posses¬ 
sions ; or persons who shall have served on board any 
of his Majesty’s ships of war, in timeof war, for the space 
of three years : Provided always, that the natives of the 
places within the limits of the East India Company’s 
Charter, although under British dominion, shall not, 
upon the ground of being such natives, be deemed to be 
British seamen : Provided always, that every ship, (ex- 0ne proper sea- 
cept ships required to be wholly navigated by British ionssuffi^u 
seamen) which shall be navigated by one British seaman, 
if a British ship, or one seaman of the country of such 
ship, if a foreign ship, for every twenty tons of the bur¬ 
then of such ship, shall be deemed to be duly navigated, 
although the number of other seamen shall exceed one- 
fourth of the w hole crew. 

XVII. Provided always, and he it further enacted, Foreigners w* 
That it shall be lawful for his Majesty, by his royal years oTboard 
proclamation during war, to declare that foreigners, hav- ii. m. s.during 

ing served tw o years on board any of his Majesty’s ships ’war- 
of war, in time of such war, shall be British seamen 
within the meaning of this act. 

XVIII. And be it further enacted, That no British B l-itish ship not 

registered ship shall be suffered to depart any port in the po^untesfliuTy 

United Kingdom, or any British possession in any part navigated, &c. 

of the world ^whether with a cargo or in ballast,) unless 
duly navigated : Provided always, that any British ship, 
trading between places in America, may be navigated 
by British negroes; and that ships trading eastward of 
the Cape of Good Hope, within the limits of the East 
India Company’s Charter, maybe navigated by Lascars, 
or other natives of countries within those limits. 

XIX. And be it further enacted, That if any British I f excess of fa^ 
registered ship shall, at any time, have, as part of the^en ToTTor 
crew in any part of the world, any foreign seaman not each; 
allowed by law, the master or owners of such ship shall, 
for every such foreign seaman, forfeit the sum of ten 
pounds: Provided always, that if a due proportion of except British 

British seamen cannot be procured in any foreign port, iftTplm-uced hi 
or in any place within the limits of the East India Com-foreign ports, or 
party’s Charter, for the navigation of anv British ship ; 
* t a 1 1 t . a ' pOI IJOII UcSliOj* 

or it such proportion be destroyed, during the voyage, by ed unavoidably ; 
any unavoidable circumstance, and the master of such antl ce>1't!ficate 
ship shall produce a certificate of such facts under the proof made, 
hand of any British consul, or of two known British 
merchants, if there be no consul at the place where such 
facts can be ascertained, or from the British governor of 
any place within the limits of the East India Company’s 
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Proportion of 
seamen may lie 
altered by pro¬ 
clamation. 

Goods prohibited 
only by naviga¬ 
tion law may be 
imported for ex¬ 
portation. 

Forfeiture and 
penalty. 

Act may be al¬ 
tered this ses¬ 
sion. 

Charter; or in the want of such certificate, shall make 
proof of the truth of such facts to the satisfaction of the col¬ 
lector and controller of the customs of any British port, or 
of any person authorized in any part of the world to in¬ 
quire into the navigation of such ship, the same shall be 
deemed to be duly navigated. 

XX. And be it further enacted, That if his Majesty 
shall, at any time, by his royal proclamation, declare 
that the proportion of British seamen necessary to the 
due navigation of British ships shall be less than the 
proportion required by this act, every British ship navi¬ 
gated with the proportion of British .seamen required by 
such proclamation, shall be deemed to be duly navigated, 
so long as such proclamation shall remain in force. 

XXI. Provided always, and be it further enacted. That 
goods of any sort, or the produce of any place, not other¬ 
wise prohibited than by the law of navigation herein be¬ 
fore contained, may be imported into the United King¬ 
dom from any place in a British ship, and from any 
place not being a British possession in a foreign ship of 
any country, and however navigated, to be warehoused 
for exportation only, under the provisions of any law in 
force for the time being, made for the warehousing of 
goods without payment of duty upon the first entry 
thereof. 

XXII. And be it further enacted. That if any goods 
be imported, exported, or carried coastwise, contrary to 
the law of navigation herein before contained, all such 
goods shall be forfeited, and the master of such ship shall 
forfeit the sum of one hundred pounds. 

XXIII. And be it further enacted, That this act may 
be altered, varied, or repealed by any act or acts to he 
passed in tiiis present session of Parliament. 



V 

f 




		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-11-09T22:38:56-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




